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Idaho Wine Commission Releases Guide to Starting a Vineyard 
With demand for Idaho-grown grapes increasing, Commission provides resource  

to support prospective growers.  
 
January 16, 2020 — The Idaho Wine Commission is launching a new resource for prospective grape 
growers and viticulture industry professionals to increase the future supply of Idaho Grapes.  
 
Idaho’s wine industry is growing at a steady pace. Idaho’s current 60 wineries is a 20 percent increase 
from the last economic impact study conducted in 2013 (50). In spite of the growth, the number and 
acreage of vineyards has not kept pace. Additionally, the popularity and quality of Idaho wines has 
amplified demand for Idaho-grown grapes.  
 
“Idaho has always been an ideal place to grow grapes,” stated Moya Dolsby, Executive Director of the 
Idaho Grape Growers and Wine Producers Commission. “Our volcanic soil, hot summer days and cool 
summer nights allow grapes to develop full fruit flavor. As Idaho continues to grow and Idaho wines gain 
national recognition lauding their quality, wineries have flourished. We wanted to develop a tool to 
support grape growers as they consider viticulture in Idaho.”  
 
The guide—A Practical Guide to Starting A Vineyard in Idaho—emphasizes through XX pages that Idaho 
has need for Idaho-grown grapes, available land to establish vineyards, and a collaborative culture of 
established growers and winemakers who are ready to support newcomers to the industry.  
 
To develop the guide, the Idaho Wine Commission worked with viticulture consultants to gather 
essential steps and information as growers consider costs and opportunities. They worked with 
established grape growers and vineyard managers to talk through some of the hard lessons learned 
through experience. Additionally, they worked with local winemakers to learn what qualities they look 
for in a vineyard partner—thus setting potential growers up for success.  
 
Establishing a vineyard takes someone with a vision for the future. It can take years from conception to 
fruition. The Idaho Wine Commission included the challenges, costs and considerations a prospective 
grower should consider before diving into the new endeavor.  
 
“Idaho’s viticulture industry is unique because of the people who are part of it,” Dolsby said. “The spirit 
of support in this state is one of the things that has allowed us to grow so quickly. While we want to 
increase volume of our grape production, we want to ensure new growers embrace Idaho’s high 
standards and emphasis on quality, as well as the collaborative spirit that has gotten us where we are.”  
 
A Practical Guide to Starting a Vineyard in Idaho is publicly available for anyone considering Idaho’s 
viticulture industry on the Idaho Wine Commission website.  
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The Idaho Wine Commission is dedicated to marketing and promoting all Idaho wineries and growers. 
There are more than 60 wineries with 1,300 vineyard acres planted. The Idaho wine industry 
contributed about $210 million to Idaho’s economy each year. Visit www.idahowines.org for more 
information about wineries, vineyards and events in Idaho.  
 


